Police Encounters

How/toInteract Withithe Police
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Miranda Rights

When you are arrested, the
arresting officer must read
you this statement (though the
words may vary a little).

You can find more info at:
www.mirandarights.org

“You have the right to

remain silent. Anything you
say can and will be used
against you in a court of
law. You have a right to an
attorney. If you cannot
afford an attorney, one will
be appointed for you.”
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If you feel your rights have been violated...

e Remember: the situation cannot be challenged on the street.

e Write down everything you remember ASAP.

e File a written complaint with the police station or call your local ACLU (American Civil
Liberties Union) chapter.®

““
Iflyoulare'stopped whileiwalking:::

e Stop the car in a safe place as soon as If you are S'OPPCJ in your car...

possible.

e Keep your hands where the police officer can
see them, like on the wheel.

e You do not have to consent to a search of your car if the police do not have a warrant. If the
police officer searches your car without a warrant, say, “I do not consent to searches.” Do not
fight or argue with the police officer if they decide to search your car.

e Provide your license and registration.

e Stay in the car. If you're asked to get out of the car, calmly step out and shut the door.

e If you are accused of drunk driving and you fail the preliminary test (like walking in a straight

line, reciting the ABCs backwards, etc.) but you have not been drinking, request a breathalyzer
test.
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*ACLU of
Massachusetis

Executive Director: Carol Rose
Address: One Center Plaza, Suite 850, Boston, MA 02108

Phone: (617) 482-3170
Email: info@aclum.org

Web: htip://www.aclum.org
Legal Assistance: https://www.aclum.org/en/seeking-legal-help-aclu
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